






1903 and 1914

15    World domination
‘The Protocols of the Elders of Zion’ were 
first published in 1903 in Znamya, Russia. 
They describe a Jewish and Masonic plot to 
achieve world domination. It is one of the 
best known and discussed examples of lite - 
rary forgery, and a hoax. The Protocols  
were widely considered to be the beginning 
of contemporary conspiracy theory lite-
rature, and takes the form of a speech des-
cri bing how to dominate the world, finan - 
ce, replace traditional social order, the need 
to control the media, etc. The text was 
po pularized by those opposed to Russian 
revolutionary movement, and was dis-
semina ted further after the revolution of 
1905, be coming known worldwide after  
the 1917 October Revolution. 

16    Imperialistic propaganda
Each of the nations which participated in the 
First World War from 1914–18 used propa-
ganda posters not only as a means of justi-
fying involvement to their own populace,  
but also as a means of procuring men, mo - 
ney and resources to sustain the military 
campaign. In countries such as Britain the 
use of propaganda posters was readily 
understandable: in 1914 Britain only posses-
sed a professional army and did not have  
in place a policy of national service, as was 
standard in other major nations such as 
France and Germany.
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15  www.wikipedia.org
16  Printing 1770–1970, Michael Twyman (1970)
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1881 and 1899

18    Megalomaniac ideology
Hitler wrote ‘Mein Kampf’ in a Bavarian  
prison from 1923 to 1924. Published in 1925, 
the book, which outlined a doctrine of  
German racial supremacy and his ultimate 
ambitions, sold slowly until Hitler came  
to power. But when he became chancellor of 
Germany in 1933, the book was one of  
the most sold publications next to the bible.

17    Form follows function
The 1923 book ‘Staatliches Bauhaus,  
Weimar, 1919 –1923’, which was designed  
by László Moholy-Nagy, is the first Bau- 
haus publication which shows example of 
Bauhaus experiments in typography.  
At the Bauhaus, typography was conceived 
as both an empi rical means of commu- 
nication and an artistic expression, with 
visual clarity stres sed above all. 
The Bauhaus typography, with its letters 
stripped of all ornamental elements,  
ini-ti ally caused an uproar among critics but 
had a far reaching impact on the deve-
lopment of design during the 20th century.

17  The Metropolitan Museum of Art,  www.metmuseum.org 
18   Forgetting the past to prevent repeating it, Constance E. Richards (2005)
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1933 and 1959

19    Social critics 
Eric Gill’s typography and his social and 
religious views are combined in the  
pam phlet called ‘Unemployment’ (1933), 
from a time of severe crisis in Britain.  
It was one of the large number of essays that 
he wrote through most of his adult life.  
Unemployment was printed by Hague & Gill, 
which by then used a Monotype caster  
and a powered printing press. The small me - 
chanized workshop was evidently with in  
the realm of the good for Gill, who here at - 
tacks industrialism, capitalism, and the 
women’s movement.

19   Modern typography, Robin Kinross (1992)
20  www.100besteschriften.de
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20    New simplicity
In the sixties the typeface with the catchy 
name Helvetica, which was designed  
in 1959 by Max Miedinger, began a incom-
parably triumphal success. The original  
letterform and tons of copies were critisized 
as a typographical menace. Legions of  
corperate designs are based on Helvetica 
including for example American Airlines, 
Lufthansa, Microsoft, BMW and Panasonic. 
This didn’t come to pass because of a  
lack of ideas, but rather more because of the 
imense diffusion being used everywhere  
and everytime … in times of metal type an  
important criterion.



1962 and 1965

22    Virtual interaction
Ivan Sutherland wrote ‘The Ultimate Display’ 
in 1965 in which he made the first advance 
toward marrying the computer to the design, 
construction, navigation and habitation  
of virtual worlds. He predicted that advan ces 
in computer science would eventually  
make it possible to engineer virtual experi-
ences that were convincing to the senses. 
Sutherland believed in the ineffable potential 
of computers to transform the abstract 
nature of mathematical constructions into 
habi table, expressive worlds. Some years 
before he published ‘Sketchpad’, an interac-
tive, real time computer dra wing system. 
Using a light pen and ‘Sketchpad’, a designer 
could draw and manipulate geometric  
figures on the screen.

21    Clearing history
Since the end of the fifties the german  
historian and author Karl Heinz Jahnke has 
studied consistently the history of ‘The  
White Rose’, an organization that was se-
cretly writing pamphlets calling for the  
end of the war and strongly denouncing the 
inhuman acts of the Nazis. On the 22nd of 
February 1943 Sophie and Hans Scholl were 
executed by the People’s Court in Nazi- 
Germany during the Holocaust, for their in- 
 volvement in ‘The White Rose’.

21  Sophie Scholl and The White Rose, Jud Newborn (2006)
22   Georgia Institute of Thechnology, www.gatech.edu
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Phototypesetting brought the advantage that there were no 
mechanic boundaries anymore as it was the case with metal type 
setting. The letters were light projected on a photographic film, 
which after that was developed in chemical baths where it would 
emerge ready for paste up.



1968 and 1971
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24    007 – Trendsetter
LCD’s were first used for calculators in  
1971 by Rockwell, Sharp, and Texas Instru - 
ments. The benefit for this is that it  
makes the calculator conserve its power. By 
the end of the seventies, LCD displays  
were seen in 95% of the new calculators. 
The first LED digital watches were in - 
troduced in 1971 under the ‘Pulsar’ brand, 
by 1973 they had taken the world by  
storm. After ap pearing in the James Bond 
Movie ‘Live and Let Die’ many more 
manufac turers had produced LED watches.

23  www.the-forum.com
24  www.led-watch.com

23    Provocative contradiction
Ralph Ginzburg was an American author, 
pub li sher, photo-journalist, free speech  
advocate and social activist. Ginzburg wrote 
and published things that most people  
could not stop thinking about. He published 
‘An Unhurried View of Erotica’, a scholarly 
history of pornography in Eng lish literature. 
From 1968 to 1971 Ginzburg collabora - 
ted with Herb Lubalin, a prominent Ameri-
can graphic designer, on several maga - 
zines, most notably ‘Avant Garde’. It was a 
magazine filled with creative imagery,  
strong criticism of American society and 
government, sexual themes and crude  
language.



1972 and 1983
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25   Downfall
“Five Held in Plot to Bug Democratic  
Offices Here” said the headline at the bot-
tom of page one in the ‘Washington Post’  
on Sunday, June 18, 1972. Carl Bern stein and 
Bob Woodward are American journalists 
who, as reporters for The Washington Post, 
broke the story of the Watergate break- 
in and consequently helped bring about the 
resignation of US president Richard Nixon. 
In 1973 The Washington Post was awar ded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Pub lic Service for 
breaking the scandal.

26    Forged diaries
In April 1983, the popular West German  
ma gazine ‘Stern’ made a shocking an noun-
cement that sparked passionate debates 
throughout the world and temporarily chal-
lenged historical views concerning Ger- 
 many’s most notorious dictator Adolf Hitler. 
The periodical claimed that 62 handwrit - 
ten volumes of secret diaries alleged ly writ-
ten by the founder of the Third Reich had 
been discovered in East Germany. Accor-
ding to Charles Hamilton’s book, ‘The Hitler 
Diaries’, the volumes were re ported to  
be one of the most signifi cant, historical 
dis coveries in recent history. However,  
time proved the manuscripts ins tead were 
one of the biggest hoaxes of the century.

25   www.washingtonpost.com
26  www.crimelibrary.com

The rising computer age started to split the print and design  
in two separate specializations, which were before together. 
Through the monitor the designer has been able to see the con-
tent during editing and to let it appear very similar to the final 
product, which has allowed more freedom in typesetting and 
composing text and picture in one medium.



1989 and 1999

27    Boundless communication
With the Invention of the ‘World Wide Web’  
by Tim Berners-Lee in 1989, the Internet has 
revolutionized the computer and commu- 
nications world like nothing before. The In ter- 
net was at once a worldwide broadcasting 
capability, a mechanism for information dis- 
semination, and a medium for collabora - 
tion and interaction between individuals and 
their computers without regard for geo-
graphic location. By 1994, three million peo-
ple were online. And by 1998, this figure 
increased to 100 million people. It is estima-
ted that today there are more than one  
bil lion people connected to the internet and 
more than 30 billion web pages can be  
found in the virtual world.

27   Tim Berners-Lee’s official website, www.w3.org
28  www.eyemagazine.com
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28    Raining leaflets
During the Nato-bombing in former Yu go-
slavia in 1999 the American warplanes 
dropped millions of leaflets warning civilians 
to leave their homes or die. “Remain in  
Kosovo and face certain death” goes the 
translation of this flyer in serbian lan - 
guage. The leaflet was just one of dozens 
de signed to force civilians who were  
in dangerous zones to flee, surrender, and 
other wise disrupt strategic efforts on  
the ground. The goal of this psychological 
effort during the conflict was threefold:  
to avoid extensive civilian casualties, to lea - 
ve doubts about the enemies’ ultimate 
motives, and to encourage defections from 
the military and militia ranks.



2000 and 2003

30    Unreliable datapool
In 2003 Wikipedia began as a free online 
English-language encyclopedia project 
whose articles were written by experts and 
reviewed by a formal process. Librarian 
Philip Bradley acknowledged in an October 
2004 interview with The Guardian that  
the concept behind Wikipedia was in theory 
a “lovely idea”, but that he would not use  
it in practice, and that he is “not aware of a 
single librarian who would. The main  
pro blem is the lack of authority. With printed 
publications, the publishers have to en - 
su re that their data is reliable, as their liveli-
hood depends on it. But with some- 
thing like this, all that goes out the window”.

29   www.sanskritweb.net
30  www.wikipedia.org
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29    Contradicting copyrights
The Linotype Library GmbH published the 
former Gold Edition 6.0 as new release Gold 
Edition 1.1 in January 2000. Both the final 
Gold Edition 6.0 (Linotype-Hell AG) and the 
first Gold Edition 1.1 (Linotype Library 
GmbH) contain ca. 2100 fonts. 95% of these 
ca. 2100 Linotype fonts bear Adobe copy-
right notices. The present version Gold Edi-
tion 1.7 comprises ca. 3900 fonts. Of  
the se ca. 3900 fonts, ca. 2000 fonts seem to 
be copyrighted by Adobe, ca. 1000 fonts 
seem to be copyrighted by ITC, and the re - 
mai ning ca. 900 fonts seem to be copy-
righted by Linotype itself and by various 
other minor companies.



2005 and 2006

31   www.madonnatribe.com
32  www.wikipedia.org

31    Unexpected consequences
In 2005 the Danish newspaper ‘Jyllands-
Posten’ created the furor over depictions  
of Mohammed by publishing a series  
of twelve drawings after a local author said 
he was unable to find any artist willing  
to depict Mohammed for his upcoming illus-
trated book. The publication of the ima - 
ges in Jyllands-Posten has been condem-
ned around the Islamic world, and has  
led to the burning of embassies and a boy-
cott of Denmark by Muslim nations.

31

32

32    Global style
One of the planet’s largest magazines is  
‘Elle Magazine’, which was created in 
France in the 1940’s. In 2006 the magazine 
increased its distribution to 90 coun tries 
with 38 international editions. The editions  
are distributed in Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Canada, China, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Hong 
Kong, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Quebec, Romania, Russian Federation, 
Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan,  
Thailand, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom 
and the United States.
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“Blessed be the inventor of the printing press. It is to him that we owe this wondrous revolution.”
–  Louis Lavicomterie, 1792




